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State of California · Natural Resources Agency  

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  

Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor  

Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting  Director  

Resolution 9-2014     
Adopted by the     

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION     
at its regular meeting in San Diego, California     

November 14, 2014    

General Plan and Final Environmental Impact  Report   
for Cuyamaca Rancho State Park  

WHEREAS, the Director of California State Parks has presented to this Commission for 
approval the proposed General Plan and Environmental Impact Report (“Plan”) for 
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park (“the Park”); and 

WHEREAS, the Park is a significant place of scenic wildlands, campgrounds, trails, and 
recreation within San Diego’s mountainous backcountry; and 

WHEREAS, the Park’s outstanding and diverse scenic, biological, and cultural re-
sources warrant protection and restoration while providing a wide variety of recreational 
and educational opportunities to hundreds of thousands of visitors each year; and 

WHEREAS, the Park contains several overlapping sub-unit classifications, such as wil-
derness, cultural preserves, and natural preserves, in order to provide equal recognition 
and protection of the significant resources which occupy the same geographic areas 
within the Park; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan provides conceptual parameters and guidelines for the long-term 
management, development, operation, and public use and enjoyment of these re-
sources; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan shall replace and supersede the original Cuyamaca Rancho State 
Park General Plan that was approved by the State Park and Recreation Commission on 
April 11, 1986; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan includes the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as a part of a 
General Plan, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5002.2 and the California 
Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15166 (CEQA Guidelines), providing discussion of 
the potential impacts of future development and addressing all the requirements of an 
EIR; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
functions as a “tiered EIR” pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21093, covering 
general goals and guidelines of the Plan, and that the appropriate level of CEQA review 
will be conducted for each project relying on the Plan; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this Commission has reviewed and con-
sidered the information and analysis in the Plan prior to approving the Plan, and this 
Commission finds and certifies that the Plan reflects the independent judgment and 
analysis of this Commission and has been completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act; and be it 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 



 

 

 
  

  
  

  
   

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

    
  

  

  
 

 
   
  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

RESOLVED: In connection with its review of the Plan prior to approving the General 
Plan, this Commission independently finds that the environmental conclusions con-
tained in the Environmental Analysis Section of the Plan are supported by facts therein 
and that each fact in support of the findings is true and is based on substantial evidence 
in the record and that mitigation measures or other changes or alterations have been 
incorporated into the Plan which will avoid or substantially lessen the potential impacts 
identified in the Plan; and be it 

RESOLVED: The location and custodian of the Plan and other materials which consti-
tute the record of proceeding on which the Commission’s decision is based is: State 
Park and Recreation Commission, P.O. Box 942896, Sacramento, California 94296-
0001, Phone 916/653-0524, Facsimile 916/653-4458; and be it 

RESOLVED: The California State Park and Recreation Commission hereby approves 
the Department of Parks and Recreation’s General Plan and Environmental Impact Re-
port prepared for Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, dated August 2014; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That a Notice of Determination will be filed with the Office of 
Planning and Research within five days of this approval; 

Attest: This Resolution was duly adopted by the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sion on November 14, 2014 at the Commission’s duly-noticed public meeting at San Di-
ego, California. 

______________________________By: O R I G I N A L  S I G N E D B Y ___ _________ Date: 11-_ 14-14  ____ ___
 Louis Nastro    

Assistant to the Commission    
For Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director    
Secretary to the Commission    



 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
  
 

 State of California · Natural Resources Agency  Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor  

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting  Director  

Resolution 10-2014     
Adopted by the     

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION     
at its regular meeting in San Diego, California     

November 14, 2014    

Cuish Cuish (East Mesa) Cultural Preserve  Expansion     
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park     

WHEREAS, the Director of California State Parks has presented to this Commission for ap-
proval the proposed General Plan and Environmental Impact Report (“Plan”) for Cuyamaca 
Rancho State Park (“the Park”); and 

WHEREAS, the units of the State Park System are classified by the State Park and Recrea-
tion Commission into a category specified in Public Resource Code Section 5019.50; and 

WHEREAS, one of these classifications is Public Resource Code Section 5019.74, Cultural 
Preserve, which “…consists of distinct nonmarine areas of outstanding cultural interest es-
tablished within the boundaries of other state park system units for the purpose of protecting 
such features as sites, buildings, or zones which represent significant places or events in 
the flow of human experience in California;” and 

WHEREAS, the Cultural Preserve must be large enough to provide for the effective protec-
tion of the prime cultural resources from damaging influences, and to permit the effective 
management and interpretation of the resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan has proposed the expansion 
of the Cuish Cuish (East Mesa) Cultural Preserve from 500-acres to 1,533-acres in order to 
heighten the protection, recognition, and interpretation of a very distinct area of outstanding 
cultural interest, including the largest known Native American site within the Park; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: Pursuant to Section 5019.50 of the Public Re-
source Code, that the California State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classifies 
the above portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as a Cultural Preserve and incorporates 
it into the existing Cuish Cuish (East Mesa) Cultural Preserve, as delineated in the 
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan and further delineated in Attachment A of this 
resolution. 

Attest: This Resolution was duly adopted by the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sion on November 14, 2014 at the Commission’s duly-noticed public meeting at San Di-
ego, California. 

By: ___________________________________ O R I G I N A L  S I G N E D B Y Date: _____11-14-14 __________ 
Louis Nastro 
Assistant to the Commission    
For Lisa Ann L. Mangat,  Acting Director
Secretary to  the Commission    
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State of California · Natural Resources Agency  Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor  

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director 

Resolution 11-2014     
Adopted by the     

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION   
at its regular meeting in San Diego, California     

November 14, 2014    

Ah-ha’ Kwe-ah-mac’/Stonewall Mine Cultural Preserve Expansion   
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park     

WHEREAS, the units of the State Park System are classified by the State Park and 
Recreation Commission into a category specified in Public Resource Code Section 
5019.50; and 

WHEREAS, one of these classifications is Public Resource Code Section 5019.50, Cul-
tural Preserve, which “…consists of distinct nonmarine areas of outstanding cultural in-
terest established within the boundaries of other state park system units for the purpose 
of protecting such features as sites, buildings, or zones which represent significant 
places or events in the flow of human experience in California;” and 

WHEREAS, “the Cultural Preserve must be large enough to provide for the effective 
protection of the prime cultural resources from damaging influences, and to permit the 
effective management and interpretation of the resources…;” and 

WHEREAS, the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan has proposed the expan-
sion of the Ah-ha’ Kwe-ah-mac’/Stonewall Mine Cultural Preserve from 430-acres to 
1,780-acres to heighten the protection, recognition, and interpretation of a very distinct 
area of outstanding cultural interest, including the highly significant Native American vil-
lage site for which the mountains and Park were named; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: Pursuant to Section 5019.50 of the Public Re-
source Code, that the California State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classi-
fies the above portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as a Cultural Preserve and in-
corporates it into the existing Ah-ha’ Kwe-ah-mac’/Stonewall Mine Cultural Preserve, as 
delineated in the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan and further delineated in 
Attachment A of this resolution. 

Attest: This Resolution was duly adopted by the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sion on November 14, 2014 at the Commission’s duly-noticed public meeting at San Di-
ego, California. 

By: O R I G I N A L  S I G N E D B Y  Date: 11-14-14 

Louis Nastro  
Assistant to the Commission    
For Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director  
Secretary to the Commission    
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State of California · Natural Resources Agency  Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director 

Resolution 12-2014     
Adopted by the     

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION   
at its regular meeting in San Diego, California     

November 14, 2014    

Cuyamaca Meadow Natural  Preserve Expan sion   
Cuyamaca Rancho State Park  

WHEREAS, the Director of California State Parks has presented to this Commission for ap-
proval the proposed General Plan and Environmental Impact Report (“Plan”) for Cuyamaca 
Rancho State Park (“the Park”); and 

WHEREAS, the units of the State Park System are classified by the State Park and Recrea-
tion Commission into a category specified in Public Resources Code Section 5019.50; and 

WHEREAS, one of these classifications is Public Resources Code Section 5019.71, Natural 
Preserve, which “…consists of distinct areas of outstanding natural or scientific significance 
established within the boundaries of other State Park System units;” and 

WHEREAS, “the purpose of Natural Preserves shall be to preserve such features as rare or 
endangered plant and animal species and their supporting ecosystems, representative ex-
amples of plant or animal communities existing in California prior to the impact of Euro-
American modifications, geological features illustrative of geological processes, significant 
fossil occurrences or geological features of cultural or economic interest, or topographic fea-
tures illustrative of representative or unique biogeographical patterns;” and 

WHEREAS, the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan has proposed the expansion 
of the existing Cuyamaca Meadow Natural Preserve from 683-acres to 1,030-acres; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the expansion of the Cuyamaca Meadow Natural Preserve is to 
heighten the protection, recognition, and interpretation of a vitally important area of out-
standing natural resources, including the meadows, grasslands, and Sky Island Forest con-
taining State Endangered and State Rare native plant species; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: Pursuant to Section 5019.50 of the Public Re-
source Code, that the California State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classifies 
the above portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as a Natural Preserve and incorporates 
it into the existing Cuyamaca Meadow Natural Preserve, as delineated in the Cuyamaca 
Rancho State Park General Plan and further delineated in Attachment A of this resolution. 

Attest: This Resolution was duly adopted by the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sion on November 14, 2014 at the Commission’s duly-noticed public meeting at San Di-
ego, California. 

By: O R I G I N A L  S I G N E D B Y Date: 11-14-14 

Louis Nastro  
Assistant to the Commission    
For Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director  
Secretary to the Commission    



np

[t

[t

D

D

D

D

!È

np

D

D

!È

D

West
sid

e T
ra

il

Little Stonewall Peak

H
ar

ve
yM

oo
re

Tr
ail

Deer Park Tr ail

West
sid

e T
ra

il

La
Ci

ma
Fir

e R
d.

Engineers Rd

H arvey Moore Trail

Conejos

Cold Stream
Trail

Fern F lat Fire Rd.

East Mesa

Fire
Rd.

Meri
ga

n Fir
e R

d.

Lookout Fire Rd

Blue Ribbon

Milk Ranch Rd.

Ea
st

Sid
e T

ra
il

Upp
er

Gr
ee

n V
all

ey
Fir

e R
d.

Fir Trail

Stonewall Creek Fire Road

Saddleb ack Trail

Kelly's Ditch Trail

South Boundary Fire Rd.

Soapstone Grade Fire R oad

Mon
um

en
t Tr

ail

Arroyo Seco Fire Rd.

Japacha Fire Rd.

Los Vaqueros

Pine Ridge Trail

Dy ar Spring Trail

Sw
ee

tw
ate

r T
rai

l

Oa
k T

rai
l

W
es

t M
es

a Fire
Rd.

Stonewal l M
ine

Middle Peak Fire Rd.

Co ld
Sp

rin
g T

rai
l

Owl Trail

Aza l ea Glen Rd.

Stonewall Peak Trail

Falls F ir e Rd.

Pine Tra
il

Ju
a q

ua
pin

Tra
il

Fox Trail

Los Vaqueros Trail

Ke
lly

s D
itc

h F
ire

Ro

ad

Oakzanita Peak Trail

CA Ridin
g & Hiking Trail

Upper Descanso Creek Trail

Mardy M inshall Trail

Paso T rai
l

Azalea Glen Loop Trail

H ill Trai l

Lo
we

r D
es

ca
ns

o C
re

ek

Wolahi Rd

Quarry Road

Ke lly's Ditch Trail

H a rper Fire Rd

East S
ide T

rail

Park HQ

North Peak

Middle Peak

Japacha Peak

Cuyamaca Peak

Stonewall Peak

Stonewall Mine

Visitor Center

Oakzanita Peak

Arroyo Seco Trail Camp

Cuyamaca Outdoor School

Green Valley Campground

Granite Springs Trail Camp

Paso Picacho Campground

Los Vaqueros Equestrian Group Camp

Old Highway 80

Descanso

Hulburd
Grove

I 0 10.5
Miles

4567S1

·|}þ79

·|}þ79

4567S1

Lake 
Cuyamaca

Private
(Milk Ranch)

Cleveland
National Forest

Cleveland
National Forest

Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park

To San Diego

To JulianWilliam Heise County Park

Parcel boundaries are approximate and should  
not be considered legal descriptions.  Maps are 
intended for study purposes only.

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park

Cuyamaca Meadow
Natural Preserve

Cuyamaca

Expanded
Natural Preserve

Expanded
Natural Preserve

Legend
!È Equestrian Campground

np Developed Campground

[t Primitive Camping

D Peak

Facility

Local Roads

State Park Road

State Park Trail

Highways

Date: 9/17/2014

Park Boundary

Expanded Natural Preserve

Original Natural Preserve

Original 
Natural Preserve

ATTACHMENT A



   

  

State of California · Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

  
  

   
   

 
 

 

 

 

  CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Resolution 13-2014    
Adopted by the    

CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
at its regular meeting in San Diego, California    

November 14, 2014    

Wilderness Boundary Adjustments 
Cuyamaca Mountains State Wilderness 

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park 
WHEREAS, the units of the State Park System are classified by the State Park and 
Recreation Commission into a category specified in Public Resource Code Section 
5019.50; and 

WHEREAS, one of these classifications is Public Resource Code Section 5019.68, 
State Wilderness, which, “…in contrast with those areas where human works dominate 
the landscape, are recognized as areas where the earth and its community of life are 
untrammeled by humans and where humans are visitors who do not remain;” and 

WHEREAS, “A State Wilderness is further defined to mean an area of relatively unde-
veloped state-owned land which has retained its primeval character and influence or 
has been substantially restored to a near-natural appearance, without permanent im-
provements or human habitation, other than semi-improved campgrounds, or structures 
which existed at the time of classification of the area as a state wilderness…;” and 

WHEREAS, the 13,301-acre Cuyamaca Mountains State Wilderness was established in 
1982 to preserve the areas of the Park that contain these wilderness characteristics; 
and 

WHEREAS, some lands within the Wilderness, however, do not fit the definition of State 
Wilderness such as areas containing existing utility corridors and multi-use trails; and 

WHEREAS, existing Wilderness boundaries were drawn with inconsistent and arbitrary 
distances away from fire roads, trails, inholdings, and park boundaries causing unclear 
boundary identification, and 

WHEREAS, some existing Wilderness boundaries prevent the potential for appropriate 
multi-use trail connections; and 

WHEREAS, for this reason, the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan has pro-
posed to decrease the total size of the existing Cuyamaca Mountains State Wilderness 
from 13,301-acres to 12,504-acres, by adjusting Wilderness boundaries, in order to re-
establish these lands to the classification of “State Park,” thereby allowing these utility 
corridors and multi-use trails, creating consistent wilderness boundaries, and providing 
for potential multi-use trail connections; 



 

 

 __________________________ _________ _______________  

  

   
  

 

  

 
 

 
   
  

 
  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: Pursuant to Section 5019.50 of the Public Re-
source Code, that the California State Park and Recreation Commission hereby classi-
fies the above portion of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park as a State Wilderness as delin-
eated in the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan and further delineated in At-
tachment A of this resolution. 

Attest: This Resolution was duly adopted by the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sion on November 14, 2014 at the Commission’s duly-noticed public meeting at San Di-
ego, California. 

By: O R I G I N A L  S I G N E D B Y  Date: 11-14-14 

Louis Nastro  
Assistant to the Commission    
For Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director  
Secretary to the Commission    



np

[t

[t

D

D

D

D

!È

np

D

D

!È

D

West
sid

e T
ra

il

Little Stonewall Peak

H
ar

ve
yM

oo
re

Tr
ail

Deer Park Tr ail

West
sid

e T
ra

il

La
Ci

ma
Fir

e R
d.

Engineers Rd

H arvey Moore Trail

Conejos

Cold Stream
Trail

Fern F lat Fire Rd.

East Mesa

Fire
Rd.

Meri
ga

n Fir
e R

d.

Lookout Fire Rd

Blue Ribbon

Milk Ranch Rd.

Ea
st

Sid
e T

ra
il

Upp
er

Gr
ee

n V
all

ey
Fir

e R
d.

Fir Trail

Stonewall Creek Fire Road

Saddleb ack Trail

Kelly's Ditch Trail

South Boundary Fire Rd.

Soapstone Grade Fire R oad

Mon
um

en
t Tr

ail

Arroyo Seco Fire Rd.

Japacha Fire Rd.

Los Vaqueros

Pine Ridge Trail

Dy ar Spring Trail

Sw
ee

tw
ate

r T
rai

l

Oa
k T

rai
l

W
es

t M
es

a Fire
Rd.

Stonewal l M
ine

Middle Peak Fire Rd.

Co ld
Sp

rin
g T

rai
l

Owl Trail

Aza l ea Glen Rd.

Stonewall Peak Trail

Falls F ir e Rd.

Pine Tra
il

Ju
a q

ua
pin

Tra
il

Fox Trail

Los Vaqueros Trail

Ke
lly

s D
itc

h F
ire

Ro

ad

Oakzanita Peak Trail

CA Ridin
g & Hiking Trail

Upper Descanso Creek Trail

Mardy M inshall Trail

Paso T rai
l

Azalea Glen Loop Trail

H ill Trai l

Lo
we

r D
es

ca
ns

o C
re

ek

Wolahi Rd

Quarry Road

Ke lly's Ditch Trail

H a rper Fire Rd

East S
ide T

rail

Park HQ

North Peak

Middle Peak

Japacha Peak

Cuyamaca Peak

Stonewall Peak

Stonewall Mine

Visitor Center

Oakzanita Peak

Arroyo Seco Trail Camp

Cuyamaca Outdoor School

Green Valley Campground

Granite Springs Trail Camp

Paso Picacho Campground

Los Vaqueros Equestrian Group Camp

Old Highway 80

Descanso

Hulburd
Grove

I 0 10.5
Miles

4567S1

·|}þ79

·|}þ79

4567S1

Lake 
Cuyamaca

Private
(Milk Ranch)

Cleveland
National Forest

Cleveland
National Forest

Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park

To San Diego

To JulianWilliam Heise County Park

Parcel boundaries are approximate and should  
not be considered legal descriptions.  Maps are 
intended for study purposes only.

7.  At Green Valley on
east side of SR 79 (195 acres)

6.  At SDGE electrical
line easement  and dirt 
access road to power poles
(284 acres)

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park

Cuyamaca Mountains 
State Wilderness

Boundary Adjustments

Cuyamaca

5.  Dirt road
to old quarry
(4 acres)

9.  Westside Trail between
Japacha Fire Road and 
Arroyo Seco Fire Road
(34 acres)

10. Eastside Trail between
Sweetwater Parking Lot and 
East Mesa Fire Road (45 acres)

11. Blue Ribbon Trail between
South Boundary Fire Road and 
Merigan Fire Road (110 acres)

1.  At paved roads:
50' from centerline 

4.  At park boundaries with inholdings:
contiguous with park boundary

2.  At dirt fire roads:
100' from centerline

8.  Maintain as wilderness while establishing
a multi-use trail corridor ("cherry-stem") on the
Harvey Moore Trail and Deer Park Trail (65 acres)

3.  At perimeter park boundaries:
contiguous with park boundary

Legend
!È Equestrian Campground

np Developed Campground

[t Primitive Camping

D Peak

Facility

Local Roads

State Park Road

State Park Trail

Highways

Date: 7/24/2014

Park Boundary

WEST MESA
WILDERNESS

WEST MESA
WILDERNESS

EAST MESA
WILDERNESS

Previous April 1986 Wilderness
(approximately 797 acres)

Wilderness with Boundary Adjustments
(approximately 12,504 acres)

Figure 15

12. Kelly's Ditch Trail and
Former Seal Camp between 
SR 79 and Engineers Rd
(60 acres)

ATTACHMENT A



 



 

 

 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 Park Description EX-3 

Purpose of the General Plan EX-4 

Key Issues and Proposals EX-5

Public Involvement EX-8

Environmental Analysis EX-9

 

 

Rainbow at Cuyamaca Meadow - January 2005 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
PARK DESCRIPTION              

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park (CRSP or the Park) was acquired for the 
California State Park System in 1933 and consists of more than 24,719 
acres of forested mountains, grassy meadows, and  chaparral-covered 
hills in east central San Diego County.  The Park straddles the crest 

of the Cuyamaca Mountains in the Peninsular Ranges of southern California 
with Anza-Borrego Desert State Park® lying to the east and sharing a portion 
of its westernmost edge.  The U.S./Mexico border lies 25 miles from the 
southernmost boundary of CRSP. 

The Park is 40 miles east of the City of San Diego and 
can be accessed from Interstate  Highway 8, via State 
Route 79 ( SR-79), which tr averses the central portion 
of the Park from north to south.  The mountain town of 
Julian is six miles to the north and the rural community 
of Descanso lies at the southern boundary of the Park.  
 Lake Cuyamaca, owned and operated by the Helix 
Water District, adjoins the northern CRSP boundary.  
The Cleveland Nati onal Forest ( CNF) surrounds the Park 
on nearly all sides. 

The Park is known for its beauti ful, high-elevation 
meadows, excellent camping opportuniti es, expansive 
trail network, and roadside snow play areas.  Although 
removed from urban life, it is only a short drive from 
the urban areas. 

 Green Valley Campground in the south, and Paso 
Picacho Campground in the north, off er developed 
equestrian, group, and family camping.  These 
campgrounds also contain a majority of CRSP’s 
administrati ve buildings and faciliti es. The National 
Park Service (NPS) designed and the Civilian 
Conservati on Corps ( CCC) built, a majority of the Park’s 
buildings and structures during the Great Depression 
in what is now referred to as the Park Rustic style.   Los Vaqueros Equestrian 
Group Campground off ers equestrian camping within the Park as does  Green 
Valley Campground.  Two primiti ve trail camps,  Arroyo Seco and Granite Springs, 
are also available to hikers, equestrians, and mountain bikers.  The Cuyamaca 
Outdoor School, operated by the  San Diego County Offi  ce of Educati on, off ers 
overnight outdoor educati on to about 12,000 sixth-grade students each year. 

Cabins at Paso Picacho Campground 
with Stonewall Peak in background 

February 2014 

The Park holds a high concentration of significant natural and cultural resources. 
The isolated mountain forests, grasslands, streams, and meadows contain many 
sensitive and rare plants and animals including some that are endemic to the 
Park and/or immediate region.  The Park also has hundreds of important Native 
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Cuyamaca Outdoor School students 
gather under a large, shady oak tree 

September 2013 
(photo courtesy of Cuyamaca Outdoor School) 

American sites as well as many significant historic sites that reflect over 240 years 
of recorded history.                     

Throughout the Park, approximately 137 miles of trail are enjoyed by hikers, 
mountain bikers, and equestrians.  Some of these trails lead to the tops of CRSP’s 

mountain peaks.  From the tops of these peaks, most 
of which are over 5,000 feet in elevation, one can see 
the Pacific Ocean to the west and the Salton Sea to the 
east.  The rocky  Stonewall Peak is a picturesque and 
prominent feature in the north part of CRSP, visible 
from many locations within the Park. 

The headwaters of both the San Diego and  Sweetwater 
Rivers are also located within CRSP’s boundaries, with 
the Sweetwater River bisecting the Park from north to 
south. Green Valley Falls, along the  Sweetwater River, 
attracts many visitors to the water parti cularly during 
the spring and summer months. 

Over half of CRSP is designated Wilderness.  There are 
also four  Cultural Preserves and one  Natural Preserve 
located within the Park’s boundaries. 

In October 2003, the  Cedar Fire burned over 98% 
of CRSP consuming most of the conifer forest and 
woodlands as well as causing extensive damage 
to several historic buildings and park facilities. In 
response to the fire, a  Reforestation Project was 
initiated in 2007 with the goal of reestablishing some of 
the lost forest. 

For a full description of Park resources, uses, facilities, 
and opportuniti es, see Chapter 2 - Existi ng Conditions. 

PURPOSE OF THE GENERAL PLAN 

This General Plan is a complete revision of the original General Plan that was 
approved by the California State Park and Recreation Commission in 1986, 
replacing and superseding it.  A revised General Plan was prepared to address the 
following issues: 

• The Cedar Fire resulted in extensive damage to many historic structures, 
visitor-serving facilities, and changes to the landscape which also 
impacted visitor-use patterns and significantly altered the Park’s spatial 
and visual character. 

• Greater protections are needed for sensitive natural and cultural 
resources within CRSP, based on increased understanding of the innate 
qualities and extent of these resources. 
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• Proposals in the original General Plan are outdated and/or do 
not reflect current conditions, visitor demand, or the vision for 
CRSP. 

• The doubling of the population of San Diego County and 
significant increase in diverse ethnic populations since 1986 
has increased the demand for outdoor recreation and has 
created new desires/opportunities for recreati onal use. 

These reasons triggered reevaluation and the need for recommendations 
to: 

• Articulate the long-term purpose of and vision for CRSP. 

• Clearly define desired resource conditi ons, determine 
appropriate visitor uses, and identi fy potenti al visitor 
experiences within CRSP. 

• Provide a framework for managers to use when making 
decisions about how to best protect the Park’s resources, how 
to provide quality visitor experiences, how to manage visitor 
use, and what kinds of facilities to develop in CRSP, as well as 
identifying general zones where those facilities may be placed.

 KEY ISSUES AND PROPOSALS         

The following are key planning issues and corresponding proposals found 
to be of primary concern during the planning process for this General 
Plan: 

• Public Use - The Park offers many opportunities for high-
quality outdoor recreation. Camping in the mountains with 
family and friends, observing wildlife, hiking the mountain 
peaks, horseback riding and mountain biking on the Park’s 
trails, playing in the snow, and sightseeing are popular 
activities. But more opportunities could be made available 
to the public and to a wider demographic of visitor while 
sti ll protecting CRSP’s resources.  The General Plan provides 
goals for increasing public use of the Park by providing for 
additional day use and overnight facilities; developing non
peak-season program opportunities and faciliti es; encouraging 
organized events; increasing the amount of  multi -use trails; 
and improving trail experiences.  In addition, the General Plan 
encourages use of the Park by diverse and underrepresented 
visitors who typically have not used state parks, through 
enhanced activities and program offerings, and prescribes a 
Roads and Trails Management Plan ( RTMP) to determine uses 
for specifi c trails. 

PUBLIC USE 
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FACILITIES 

• Faciliti es - The Cedar Fire extensively damaged the historic 
buildings built by the CCC at the former Camp  Hual-Cu-Cuish, 
and gutted the historic  Dyar House which once contained a 
permanent  visitor center, museum collection storage, and staff 
offices. The loss of these structures caused a need to re-evaluate 
these areas, determining the most suitable locations for a park 
headquarters,  visitor center, and other public use and park 
operations. The General Plan calls for reconstructi on and 
adaptive reuse of such facilities and proposes appropriate, 
general locations for public and park operati ons facilities. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESOURCES 

• Archaeological Resources - The Park contains a high 
concentration of significant and sensiti ve Native American sites, 
some of which have incurred recent looting and damages.  In 
some cases, the cultural preserves established to provide 
additi onal protections for these resources do not encompass the 
most significant and sensitive sites.  The General Plan increases 
the size of two of the four existing cultural preserves to provide 
additi onal protection, and establishes new guidelines for 
preserving and protecting archaeological resources at the Park. 

HISTORICAL 

RESOURCES 

• Historical Resources - The Park has many examples of historic 
Park Rustic style buildings and features built by the  CCC during 
the 1930s. These resources have been used through the years 
by the public, California Department of Parks and Recreation 
( CDPR) staff, a cooperati ng association, and the Boy Scouts of 
America.  The Cedar Fire caused extensive damage to many of 
these historic structures.  The General Plan calls for rebuilding 
and adaptively reusing these buildings, establishing additional 
recognition of historic districts, and further protection of the 
significant historic resources. 

NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

• Natural Resources - With its montane meadows and isolated 
mountain forest (Sky Island Forest), CRSP contains many sensitive 
and rare plants such as the state endangered Cuyamaca Lake 
downingia, Parish’s meadowfoam, and state rare Cuyamaca 
larkspur, as well as significant stands of Jeffrey pine, coast live 
oak, and the endemic Cuyamaca cypress.  Many of the habitats 
that contain these species are protected through the Park’s 
designation as a State Park, and in some cases, through 
additi onal protections within a state  Natural Preserve.  However, 
not all of the sensitive and rare plant habitats are located within 
Natural Preserve lands and therefore are not protected to a level 
commensurate with their significance.  The General Plan 
increases the size of the existing Cuyamaca Meadow  Natural 
Preserve to expand protection of this sensitive and rare plant 
community.  In addition, the General Plan provides new goals for 
managing wildfire events, preventing the spread of invasive 
exotic plant and animal species, promoting the survival and 
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resiliency of the  Sky Island Forest and oak woodlands, providing 
additi onal protection for meadows, grasslands, and  Cuyamaca 
cypress as well as promoting biodiversity and protecting 
biocorridors.         

• Education and Interpretati on - Due to limited budgets and 
staffing, inadequate or outdated faciliti es, interpreti ve and 
educational programs and offerings at the Park are insuffi  cient. 
Therefore, CRSP misses the opportunity to connect its hundreds 
of thousands of visitors to its diverse history and resources.  In 
particular, current interpretation of the Park’s highly signifi cant 
archaeological and historical resources, Nati ve American 
history, role of the  CCC, and Stonewall Mine/ Cuyamaca City 
is insuffi  cient to reflect their importance within the context 
of the Park and the region.  In addition, with more than three 
million people living within a one hour drive of the Park, 
there is a great potential to expand education and outreach 
opportunities to urban communities in the region. The General 
Plan provides new goals for improving the breadth and 
scope of educational and interpreti ve offerings; it establishes 
guidelines for connecting more visitors to the Park’s signifi cant 
natural, cultural, and historic resources; and provides for better 
interpretation of Native American culture and values. 

EDUCATION AND

 INTERPRETATION 

• Wilderness - Since the two wilderness areas in the Park were 
established in 1982, several conflicts with their boundaries have 
been discovered, causing confusion with trail users, inconsistent 
enforcement of wilderness regulations, and an unintended loss 
of trail connectivity for mountain bikers.  These confl icts include 
existi ng multi-use trails and utility corridors in lands designated 
as wilderness, as well as  wilderness boundaries adjacent to  fire 
roads, trails, and Park boundaries that have arbitrary set-backs/ 
buffers and are not based on consistent or scientific standards.  
This has precipitated the need to establish consistent 
wilderness boundary standards and an adjustment of some 
wilderness boundaries to bett er reflect current management 
practices and visitor uses.  Guidelines are presented in the 
General Plan that establish viable standards for  wilderness 
boundaries, adjust  wilderness boundaries to exclude utility 
corridors and existi ng multi-use trails, and make possible future 
multi-use trail connections. 

WILDERNESS 

• Park Support - Many volunteer groups support the Park in 
various, crucial ways.  The Volunteers-in-Parks Program includes 
the Mountain Bike Assistance Unit ( MBAU), Equestrian 
Assistance Unit (EAU),  Interpreters Assistance Unit ( IAU), and 
Trails Maintenance Unit ( TMU).  These programs provide much 
needed trail patrol, visitor safety, interpretive program, and trail 
maintenance functions. The Colorado Desert District 

PARK SUPPORT 
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PARK SUPPORT 

CONT’D. 

Archaeological Site Stewards monitor conditions and damages 
at sensitive archaeological sites throughout CRSP.  Camp Hosts 
provide visitor informati on, sell firewood, carry out light 
housekeeping duties, and help educate visitors about park 
regulations. The Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Interpretive 
Association ( CRSPIA)  has a cooperati ng associati on agreement 
with CRSP, raising funds for Park interpretation. The Park relies 
heavily on these groups to provide support in these areas.  
Greater partnerships with these and potentially new Park 
support groups will likely be a growing need of the Park in the 
future.  Consequently, the General Plan provides support and 
direction for this. 

HISTORIC 

ZONES 

• Historic Zones - The former Camp  Hual-Cu-Cuish and Stonewall 
Mine/ Cuyamaca City historic sites are highly signifi cant yet 
underutilized and under-interpreted.  The Park is missing an 
opportunity to make these historically significant areas available 
to the public for their use, education, and enjoyment.  The 
General Plan establishes Historic Zones as management tools 
for these areas to support their restorati on, adaptive reuse, and 
potenti al operation by a concessionaire for additi onal overnight 
and/or visitor serving use while continuing to protect resources. 

SUSTAINABILITY 

•  Sustainability - Greenhouse gas emissions, climate change, 
water, and energy supplies are ongoing issues for CRSP and 
the region.  Goals and guidelines in the General Plan provide 
direction toward more sustainable operations. 

For additional discussion of park issues and proposals, see 
Chapter 3 - Issues Analysis and Chapter 4 - The Plan. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

The General Plan process included comprehensive public involvement 
with the purpose of informing Park users and stakeholders throughout 
the planning process as well as gathering their input about issues and 
proposals for CRSP.  A goal of the public involvement process was to 
create a transparent exchange of information and ideas which would lead 
to a more informed, long-term vision and plan for the Park.  The public 
involvement process included the following methods to off er information 
and gather input: 

• Three general public meetings 
• Several stakeholder meetings 
• An online visitor survey 
• Periodic informati onal emails 
• Telephone and email correspondence with stakeholders 
• Updates via a project webpage dedicated to the CRSP General 

Plan 
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• A 45-day public review period  
of the Preliminary General  
Plan/Draft Environmental  
Impact Report required by  
the California Environmental  
Quality Act.  

• One State Park and  
Recreati on Commission  
hearing  

Stakeholders included park user groups 
such as campers, hikers, equestrians, 
mountain bikers, Nati ve American 
tribes, adjoining land owners, aff ected 
public agencies and jurisdicti ons, and 
organizations concerned with natural 
and/or cultural resource protection. 

Involvement and input from these 
stakeholders was integral to defining the General Plan’s issues and shaping its 
proposals. 

Mountain bike user group meeting, (L-R) Kirk Bennett,  
Steve Boland, Bob Patterson ( CDPR), Evan Sollberger,  

District Superintendent Dan Falat ( CDPR)  
August 2013 

For additional discussion of public input, see Section 2.7.4 - Public Concerns, 
Interests, and Opportunities. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

The environmental analysis and the consideration of alternatives in the General 
Plan were prepared in conformance with the  California Environmental Quality 
Act ( CEQA).  Analysis and disclosure of the potential environmental effects of the 
General Plan’s proposed actions are required under  CEQA.  The environmental 
analysis is programmatic in scope and serves as a fi rst ti er Environmental 
Impact Report ( EIR).  The environmental analysis in this General Plan evaluates 
broad environmental matters and does not contain project-specifi c analysis 
for the facilities that are considered in the Plan.  It is a starting point for future 
environmental documents that will provide more detailed informati on and 
analysis for site-specific developments and projects. 

The General Plan includes guidelines that direct future, project-level 
environmental review of site-specific projects to avoid or minimize potential 
adverse effects to resources during construction or operation of the facilities. 
Specific projects would also undergo subsequent environmental review as 
appropriate.  Because the General Plan contains goals and guidelines that are 
designed to avoid or minimize potential adverse environmental eff ects, no 
significant impacts were identified. 

For the analysis and a summary of potential environmental effects that may 
result from implementing the actions described in the General Plan, see 
Chapter 5 - Environmental Analysis. 
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Students from the Cuyamaca Outdoor School exploring the shoreline of  Lake Cuyamaca  
September 2013  

(photo courtesy of Cuyamaca Outdoor School) 
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Chapter 1  - INTRODUCTION 

Eastward view of downtown San Diego with snowcapped Cuyamaca  
Mountains in background  

1.1 LOCATION AND REGIONAL CONTEXT 

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park (CRSP) is located in east central San Diego 
County, along the crest of the  Cuyamaca Mountains in the Peninsular 
Ranges of southern California.  Anza-Borrego Desert State Park® ( ABDSP) 
lies to the east and shares a portion of CRSP’s westernmost edge.  The 

United States/Mexico international border lies approximately 25 miles to the  
south of the Park.                  

The Park is approximately 40 miles from San Diego via Interstate  Highway 8  
(I-8) to Descanso and then north on State Route 79 ( SR-79), which traverses  
the central portion of the Park.  The Park is less than six miles south from the  
town of Julian, while the community of Descanso lies at the southwestern  
boundary of CRSP.   Lake Cuyamaca, owned and managed by the Helix Water  
District, is located near the northern boundary of the Park and is almost enti rely  
surrounded by State Park land, except for  
its northern boundary which is the small  
residential community of Cuyamaca.            

The Cleveland National Forest ( CNF) surrounds  
CRSP on nearly all sides, with the exception  
of private parcels in Descanso Valley and  
along SR- 79 in the community of Cuyamaca.   
However, a narrow inholding along upper  
Boulder Creek, comprised of various parcels, is  
surrounded on three sides by the Park.  

The summit of Stonewall Peak 
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An incised potsherd from one of the Park’s 
many archaeological sites. 

1.2    SITE CHARACTERISTICS   

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park consists of more than 
24,719 acres and contains a wealth of resources 
including natural, cultural, geographical, aesthetic, 
and ephemeral.  Topography, vegetation, and vistas of 
meadows and mountain peaks contribute to the 
overall appeal of the Park.   Stonewall Peak in the 
northern region of the Park is the most prominent 
visual feature, standing as a rocky sentinel and sacred 
Native American landscape feature.  The Sweetwater 
River winds its way from the north to south through 
the middle of the Park, framed by the tall slopes of 
the Cuyamaca Mountains to the west and the  Laguna 
Mountains just outside the Park to the east.  It is 
within this landscape collage that many creatures can 
be seen soaring, slithering, hopping, crawling, and 
running. There are also the traces of people who 
once lived, hunted, gathered from, mined, and 

farmed this land, long before it was classified as a State Park.  The Nati onal Park 
Service (NPS), using the Civilian Conservation Corps ( CCC), made signifi cant 
physical contributions to CRSP during the Great Depression of the 1930s, 
designing and building the majority of park buildings, trails, and campground 
features in what is now referred to as the Park Rustic style.                 

Flames from the Cedar Fire  
October 2003  

From the tops of the mountain peaks one can see the 
Pacific Ocean to the west, the Salton Sea to the east, 
and on clear days even the  Kofa Mountains of Arizona, 
as well as distant peaks in Mexico, to the south.  The 
five main vegetati ve communities that are represented 
in the Park include:  conifer forest, oak woodland, 
riparian woodland,  chaparral, and montane meadow 
and grassland.  Although altered by the 2003  Cedar 
Fire, much of the vegetation has slowly reemerged 
from the charred landscape including many oaks and 
willows which have sprung back to life.  In response 
to the changed vegetation, a change in the wildlife 
species present may also be noticed. However, mule 
deer,  mountain lions, woodpeckers, and  chickadees are 
still present along with king snakes, horned lizards, and 
many others. 

The rarity within the region of CRSP’s natural 
characteristics and resources add to their signifi cance 
and contrast to the low-lying regions of San Diego to the 
west and the Colorado Desert to the east. 
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1.3 PURPOSE ACQUIRED 

In November 1932, Newton B. Drury [investigating and acquisiti on offi  cer for the 
California State Park Commission and later Chief of the California Department 
of Beaches and Parks (1951-59)], completed a report to the California State Park 
Commission which outlined some of the reasons the Commission should acquire 
the “Cuyamaca  Rancho” as a State Park.  Following are excerpts from the Drury 
report: 

I believe that [the Cuyamaca  Rancho] represents an 
important opportunity….  In its essence, the property is intact 
in much the same character and extent that it had when the 
first grant was made by the Mexican Government.  Unspoiled 
by development, there is about it the atmosphere of early 
days…an expansiveness and scope not possessed by many of 
the parks thus far acquired… 

[Further, the] Outstanding Landscape Qualities,…notable 
scenic regions [such as] ‘woodlands’…and…‘Pine Forests’… 
confined to relatively limited areas…in Southern California 
[add to the] recreational…Scientific, Educational, and 
Inspirational [possibilities as well as], accessibility to large 
centers of population… [and] revenue producing possibilities 
[are of great value as a State Park] 

Looking at Drury’s report to the California State Park 
Commission in hindsight, the reasons for CRSP’s 
acquisition in 1933 are still relevant today: 

The property in itself constitutes an “extremely valuable 
State Park,” if it remains “preserved in substanti ally its 
present condition.”  CRSP’s size and elevati on lend 
themselves towards the preservation and scientifi c study 
of the local flora and fauna. Indeed, the property still 
reflects an expansiveness and scope reminiscent of 
California’s early rancho days.  Much of the area’s charm 
lies in the striking transition from oak woodland to 
coniferous forest.  In addition, its grassy meadows and 
chaparral-covered hills are still regarded as “among the 
most charming and characteristic elements of California 
scenery.”  The top of the CRSP mountain peaks conti nue to 
offer visitors “a magnificent panorama of mountainous 
country clear to the ocean.”  In addition, there is enough 
‘elbow room’ in its valleys and meadows for the 
“placement of several recreational centers without 
compromising the surrounding natural landscapes.”  
Linked to the regional  highway system, the Park’s existing 
road and trail network off er recreati onal opportuniti es year 
round that visitors continue to appreciate.  Situated at an 
elevation ranging from 4,500 to 6,500 feet above sea level, 

Hikers enjoying the westward view from  
Lookout  Fire Road just below  

 Cuyamaca Peak  
February 2014  
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the Park also offers winter-related activities within a relatively short drive from 
populated urban centers as far as Los Angeles, Riverside, and Imperial counties. 
While it is still true that “the northern [California] forests are on a grander 
scale,” forested mountains “are at a premium... and will be increasingly valuable 
for recreation in the years to come.”                

   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
  

  

Park visitors sledding down a  
hill at Green Valley  

February 2013  

1.4 PARK SIGNIFICANCE 

Significance statements express why a park’s resources 
and values are important enough to warrant the 
State Park classificati on (see Appendix M - Unit 
Classifications for definition of a State Park).  These 
statements describe why a park is important within a 
regional and statewide context and are directly linked 
to the Purpose of the park.  A park’s Signifi cance 
Statement is substantiated by data or consensus which 
reflects the most current scientifi c informati on or 
scholarly inquiry and cultural perceptions, which may 
have changed since the establishment of the Park.  

The following statements describe the significance of CRSP: 

• Cuyamaca Rancho State Park and the Wilderness areas within, protect 
the natural character and scenic vistas of the  Cuyamaca Mountains 
of eastern San Diego County and provide opportunities for people to 
experience wildness in a region of rapid urbanization. 

• With more than 137 miles of trails, the Park offers one of the most 
extensive  trail systems in one location within the region and provides 
highly accessible recreati onal opportunities for nearly 3 million San 
Diego County and nearby residents. 

• Intact ecological processes and communities of CRSP include:  oak 
woodland, montane meadows, vernally wet areas with State-
endangered and rare plants,   Sky Island Forests, and the endemic 
Cuyamaca Cypress, which all provide a refuge for the diverse native 
flora and fauna of the  Cuyamaca Mountains. 

• The history of CRSP includes mining, ranching, ti mber production, 
significant grassroots conservati on efforts by local residents, use of 
the property for training purposes by the U.S. military, and the work 
of federal unemployment relief programs such as the  CCC which has 
contributed to the rustic environment at the Park. 

• The Native American archaeological and cultural resources of CRSP are 
preserved within their ecological and geographical context and provide 
opportunities to study and conti nue traditi onal practices and resource 
management. 

• The Park contains one of the densest assemblages of Nati ve American 
archaeological sites and features within the California State Park 
System. 
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1.5 SENSE OF PLACE         

The following Sense of Place was adapted from an essay written by Leland 
Fetzer, long-time resident of the community of Cuyamaca and author of The 
Cuyamacas - The Story of San Diego’s High Country: 

Every corner, every scene, every vista on our planet has its 
spirit, something we sense, not knowing why, but feeling 
it deeply.  We don’t analyze what is around us to see its 
elements, to add up its parts, to count its portions.  All of us, 
we sense the mood of the place. 

The spirit of the Cuyamacas speaks to us in a 
loud voice. Its solitary triad of peaks, one mile 
high, can be seen from anywhere in San Diego 
County.  From their heights a searcher can discern 
the sandal in the sea that is San Clemente Island, 
hunched Santa Catalina Island, the San Gabriel 
Mountains, the San Bernardino Mountains, 
and Mount San Jacinto.  To the south, Mexico’s 
Table Mountain blocks the southern prospect. 
Cuyamaca’s peaks are pines, oaks, and hazy
 chaparral. 

Water flows year round, quiet but determined, 
the Sweetwater River,  Boulder Creek, and lesser 
brooks like Azalea Creek and  Cold Stream. 
Here and there lie grasslands open to the sun.     
Protected in the Park, wildlife flourishes.  The    
landscape speaks in harmony because here nature rules and    
man’s works, while they may intrude, are muted in the larger    
scene.  Man visits here. His presence does not declare itself.   

Sense of Place is: 

• A unique ‘reason’ for or 
relati onship with a place. 

• Non-quanti fiable 
characteristi cs of a place; a 
feeling or idea generated for 
each person that visits a place 

• Elusive intangible - the goal 
that those drawn to a place 
conti nue to seek 

For 250 years since Pedro Fages first traversed the  
Cuyamacas the place has preserved its integrity nearly free  
of commercialization and human intrusion.  The spirit of the  
place, uplifting as only mountains can, a haven of nature and  
far views, has persisted in a developing county with more  
than three-million inhabitants.  It is something less than a  
miracle that the original unique spirit of the Cuyamacas has  
mostly survived for us to savor today.  

1.6 PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR THE GENERAL PLAN 

1.6.1 PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
A general plan is the primary management document for a park within the 
California State Park System, establishing its purpose and a management 
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Snowcapped  Cuyamaca Peak 

direction for the foreseeable future.  By providing a defined purpose and vision 
with long-term goals and guidelines, it provides the framework for a park’s 
resource stewardship, interpretation, visitor use, operation, and development.  
Subsequently, this established framework helps guide daily decision-making and 
serves as the basis for developing more detailed management and site-specific 
project plans. 

The general plan is primarily a “goal-based,” as opposed to an “objecti ve-based,” 
document. General plan goals and associated guidelines define the ulti mate 
purpose and intention for park managers, but stop short of defining a specific 
accomplishment and time-frame for accomplishing those goals. 

Within this General Plan, “GOAL” refers to a general, overall, and ulti mate 
purpose, aim or intent toward which management will direct effort. 

“GUIDELINE” refers to a general set of parameters that provide directi on for 
accomplishing goals.  These are the strategies used to achieve the goal. 

The objectives of this General Plan are to: 

• Establish the purpose, significance, and vision of CRSP, 
• Clearly define resource conditions and visitor experiences to be 

achieved at the Park, 
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• Provide a framework for managers to use                                            
when making decisions about how to best  
protect and interpret the Park’s resources,  

• Establish how to provide quality visitor uses  
and experiences as well as manage visitor use,  

• Determine the kinds of facilities to develop in  
the Park and establish general zones where  
those facilities may be placed.  

This document does not attempt to provide a detailed 
master plan, but rather provides conceptual direction 
and parameters for future management, development, 
and appropriate uses.  Specifi c objectives and strategies 
for implementation of the General Plan are intended 
to be developed in subsequent planning efforts as they 
are needed, including the preparation of management 
plans and specific project plans. 

Meeti ng participants reviewing maps at 
the first public meeting - Alpine, CA 

October 3, 2012 
This General Plan document was prepared by the  CDPR 
to satisfy the requirements of the  California Public 
Resources Code ( PRC) § 5002.2.  The PRC specifies that a general plan shall 
consist of elements that will evaluate and define the proposed management of 
resources, land uses, facilities,   concessions, operations, and any environmental 
impacts. The CRSP Preliminary General Plan will be submitted to the State Park 
and Recreation Commission for approval. 

1.6.2 NEED FOR THE PLAN 
The last comprehensive planning effort for CRSP occurred during the original 
General Plan which was approved by the State Park and Recreati on Commission 
in 1986. The original General 
Plan contained inconsistent 
direction in which development 
proposals confl icted with 
resource protection mandates.  In 
addition, it called for several new 
campgrounds to be developed, 
but this proposal does not reflect 
today’s demand for camping 
or current knowledge of the 
sensitive natural and cultural 
resources in the proposed 
areas and mandates for their 
protection. 

In addition, since the original 
General Plan, the population 
of San Diego County, where a 
majority of Park visitors reside, 
has increased by more than 

Ernie Smith, Suzanne Kirkwood, and Walter Kirkwood looking 
over General Plan proposals at the third public meeting 

November 2013 
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70% [1980 Census: 1,861,846 and 2012 Census (est.):  3,177,063] 
and the percentage of minorities has risen about 30%. The revised 
General Plan is needed to address current issues in light of this changing 
demographic. 

Bob and Irma from N. Carolina camping  
at Paso Picacho Campground  

February 2014  

1.6.3 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
The California Environmental Quality Act ( CEQA) established a 
requirement for state agencies to analyze and disclose the potential 

environmental effects of a proposed action. An 
Environmental Impact Report ( EIR) prepared by state and 
local governments is usually a freestanding document 
intended to meet the requirements of  CEQA.  However, 
CEQA also encourages streamlining by using combined 
general plans and  EIRs ( CEQA Guidelines § 15166) as 
well as the use of tiering. Tiering is a process where 
a lead agency prepares a series of environmental 
assessments, progressing from general concerns at a 
programmatic level to more site-specifi c evaluati ons, with 
the preparation of subsequent environmental documents 
for detailed projects ( CEQA Guidelines § 15152).  When 
the lead agency combines a general plan and an  EIR, all 
CEQA requirements must be covered and documents must 
identify where the requirements are met. 

This General Plan serves as a fi rst-tier EIR as defined 
in § 15166 of the CEQA guidelines.  The analysis of 
broad environmental matters found within Chapter 5 
- Environmental Analysis will be a reference for future 
environmental documents that will provide more detailed 
information and analysis for site-specifi c developments 
and projects. 

1.7 PLANNING CONTEXT 

General plans are influenced and shaped by existi ng state 
and federal laws, such as the Federal Endangered Species 
Act, the PRC, the  California Code of Regulati ons (  CCR), 
as well as  California Department of Parks and Recreation 

( CDPR) policies.  In additi on, general plans fall within a planning 
hierarchy established by  CDPR. The following describes how  CDPR 
adheres to existi ng laws and mandates in park management and how 
general planning fi ts into the  CDPR overall planning structure. 

1.7.1 EXISTING LAWS, CODES, AND POLICIES 
To understand the implications of the actions prescribed in the General 
Plan, it is important to describe the laws, codes, and policies that 
underlie the management actions. Many management actions for the 
Park are required based on law and/or policy and are therefore not 
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affected by the General Plan.  A general plan is not needed to decide, for 
instance, that it is appropriate to protect endangered species, control 
non-native invasive species, protect archaeological sites, conserve 
artifacts, or provide for universal access – laws and policies already 
require the  CDPR to fulfill these mandates.   CDPR would conti nue to 
implement the requirements mandated in these laws, codes, and policies 
with or without a general plan. 

Appendix A - Existing Laws, Codes, and Policies lists some of the 
existing federal and state laws and  CDPR policies that provide guidance 
for management actions at the Park.   CDPR must comply with these 
mandates and will continue to implement their requirements whether 
or not there is a general plan in place for the Park.  Furthermore, the 
CRSP General Plan does not have the authority to change or aff ect laws, 
codes, and policies that translate into required management acti ons at 
the Park.  Therefore, to avoid redundancy, the CRSP General Plan goals 
and guidelines do not restate current management actions prescribed by 
these laws, codes, and policies. 

1.7.2 CDPR PLANNING HIERARCHY 
General plans are just one of the many 
mandates that guide management actions 
at a state park.  State and Federal laws 
developed outside the  CDPR and policies 
derived from within  CDPR, but not specific 
to the General Plan, also help to direct park 
management.  Some of the state and federal 
laws developed outside the  CDPR include the 
Americans with Disabilities Act ( ADA),  CEQA, 
as well as State and Federal Endangered 
Species Acts. Examples of policies derived 
from within  CDPR include it’s Mission 
Statement and DOM Chapters 0300 and 
0400. CDPR maintains a planning and policy 
hierarchy to ensure that all laws are followed 
and policies within CDPR remain consistent 
with those laws (see Figure 2 - Planning and 
Policy Hierarchy and Appendix B - CDPR 
Planning Hierarchy). 

 CDPR staff discussing park issues at first General Plan  
team meeting - CRSP  

July 2012  

1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL PLAN 

This General Plan is presented in five chapters that introduce CRSP 
and this planning eff ort, existing land use and resource conditions, 
planning issues, goals and guidelines, and an assessment of the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed project.  The content of each 
chapter is summarized below: 
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Figure 2 

Planning and Policy Hierarchy 
Following is a Hierarchy of mandates that directs management 

and use of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park. 

Department Mission 

“To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by 
helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its 

most valued natural and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for 
high-quality recreation.” 

Park Classification 

State Park Classification [PRC § 5019.53] 

State Wilderness Classification [PRC § 5019.68] 

State Cultural Preserve Classification [PRC § 5019.74] 

State Natural Preserve Classification [PRC § 5019.71] 

Resource Management Directives 
Department Operations Manual (DOM) Chapters 0300 & 0400 

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park 
General Plan 

Primary management guideline, which defines the ultimate 
purpose, vision, and intent for the park, but does not define 

specific objectives or methodologies 

Management Plans 

Defines specific objectives, methodologies, and/or 
designs on how management goals will be 

achieved, occurring as needed 

Specific Project Plans 

Detailed implementation plans 
to accomplish specific projects 
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• Chapter 1:  Introduction gives an overview of the Park’s locati on and 
regional context, characteristics and significance, purpose acquired, 
General Plan purpose, inter-agency and stakeholder involvement, 
planning context and process, and subsequent planning efforts. 

• Chapter 2: Existi ng Conditions identifies the natural, cultural, 
recreational, and aesthetic resources of CRSP, including a discussion 
of the demographic trends in the San Diego region that are relevant 
to the planning process.  This information provides a foundati on to 
understand the specific park issues. 

• Chapter 3: Issues Analysis describes current challenges and major 
issues facing the Park, which helps to define the General Plan scope for 
planning purposes. 

• Chapter 4:  The Plan presents a statement of purpose and vision for 
CRSP’s future.  Management-zones are defined by their geographic 
location, similar resource characteristics, and/or associated land use.  
Parkwide, area-specific, and management-zone
specific goals and guidelines are presented to guide  
park management and facility use and development,  
as well as describe the future desired conditi ons and  
considerations for subsequent planning and General  
Plan implementation. This section also includes a  
description of the adaptive management process  
that will be used to sustain resources and provide for  
positive visitor experiences at the Park.  For planning  
and CEQA consideration, Chapter 4 - The Plan is  
considered the preferred alternative, or proposed  
project.  

• Chapter 5:  Environmental Analysis discloses the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed project, including any signifi cant 
and potenti ally signifi cant effects that may result from implementing 
the General Plan.  Potenti al mitigation measures and alternatives to the 
proposed project are also discussed in this section. This General Plan is 
considered to be a Programmatic EIR which will inform decision-makers 
and the public about the environmental consequences of the adoption 
of the preferred alternative, consistent with the requirements of  CEQA 
and its guidelines. 

• Figures, Tables, and Appendices provide background informati on that 
is pertinent to the main document text, but too lengthy to be included 
in the main body of the document.  The appendices may also contain 
documents with background data. 

General Planning is holistic in 
approach, considering both 
internal and external influences, 
the multiple aspects of the 
Department’s mission, and the 
inherent resource values and 

facilities of the Park. 

1.9 SUBSEQUENT PLANNING 

Major programs and projects implemented during the lifespan of the General 
Plan will require additional planning. This planning will take the form of 
management plans or specific project plans. Management plans define 
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the specifi c objectives, methodologies, and/or designs for accomplishing 
management goals.  Occurring on an as-needed basis, they typically focus on 
specific management topics, goals, or issues. 

Management plans can apply to all, or part, of a park unit.  They usually include 
program level decisions that describe how and when management actions 
are appropriate and necessary; also, they are often based on funding and 
staffi  ng capabilities. Typical examples of management plans include resource 
management plans, operations plans, interpretive plans,  concession plans, and 
facility development plans. 

Specific project plans are detailed implementation plans. For example, specific 
project plans could include design concepts, site plans, constructi on drawings, 
details and specifications for rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of historic 
structures, development of public visitor facilities, and accessibility 
improvements to camping facilities. Future planning efforts may include the 
preparation of specific resource management plans,  Historic Structure Reports 
( HSRs), etc., to protect sensitive resources, or the development of site-specific 
plans for new facilities to determine how they will relate to their surroundings.   

Northward view from  Cuyamaca Peak toward  
 Lake Cuyamaca  
February 2014  

Future planning efforts also include the 
preparation of project-specifi c environmental 
compliance documents for implementation 
of management plans and subsequent 
development projects.  These documents 
should ti er off and be consistent with the 
General Plan’s  Environmental Impact Report. 
Securing any permits required for future 
implementation projects would also be a 
part of subsequent planning actions. Finally, 
a general plan may need to be amended if 
signifi cant new acquisitions are added to the 
existing park or if any other circumstances 
render parts of the general plan inapplicable. 

A summary of proposed future planning 
efforts, including management plans and future 
specific project plans outlined in this General 
Plan, are described in Section 4.5 - Continued 
Planning and Issue Resolution. 

1.10 PLANNING PROCESS 

The following summarizes the planning process typically used by  CDPR and used 
by the planning team for this CRSP General Plan: 

Establish Project Agreement and Form Planning Team 
The CRSP General Plan process began with the completion of a project 
agreement which established the scope and schedule of the planning effort, 
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as well as the formation of an interdisciplinary planning team from  CDPR’s 
Southern Service Center and representatives from the Colorado Desert District 
and Montane Sector.  The project team consisted of staff knowledgeable 
in natural, cultural, and recreational resource management, interpretation 
and education, public safety, maintenance, facilities and land use planning, 
geographic information systems, and environmental impact analysis. 

Research and Describe Existi ng Conditions 
During this phase, the planning team gathered 
and became familiar with the known information 
about CRSP as it related to the scope of work.  
In some cases, the planning team conducted 
research and/or field surveys to clarify knowledge 
of the existi ng conditions. In order to understand 
their needs and concerns about the current 
conditions and future of the Park, the planning 
team also gathered information from the public 
and other concerned parties. This process 
included corresponding with other agencies, 
consulting with Native American representati ves, 
a user survey, public and stakeholder meetings, 
and responding to correspondence from 
interested park users.  The first public meeting 
was held October 3, 2012 in Alpine, California 
to present existi ng conditions as well as gather 
information from the public about current Park 
conditions and public perceptions, issues, and ideas. A Resource Inventory was 
completed during this phase which summarized the known resources at the 
Park. 

 Eastward view toward  Stonewall Peak and Little  
Stonewall Peak from  Middle Peak  Fire Road  

May 2014  

Identify and Analyze Issues, Opportunities and Constraints 
Next, the planning team identified and analyzed known issues and determined 
possible causes.  During this time, the planning team took into account local and 
regional demographic and recreation trends that have an influence on the Park 
environment, and utilized insights gained from the visitor survey and fi rst public 
meeting. Resource sensitivities and constraints were identified through analysis 
of natural and cultural resource conditions, and possible opportunities to solve 
identified issues and improve Park conditions were evaluated. 

Prepare Planning Alternatives and Preferred Plan 
Upon completion of the issues, opportunities, and constraints analysis, the 
planning team developed a matrix of seven management-zones along with three 
corresponding alternative management-zone maps.  These included one 
depicting the existi ng condition (no project alternative); one showing a 
confi guration of management-zones that maximized protection of resources 
while providing for current recreational uses, and another showing a 
confi guration that increased visitor-use opportunities while sti ll protecting 
resources. In addition, the planning team generated draft written statements of 
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the “purpose” and “vision” of the Park as well as potential General Plan 
proposals.  The team then presented these to  CDPR executi ve staff for 
consideration and to the public at the second public meeting held May 23, 2013 
in San Diego.          

Following input from executi ve staff and the public, the three alternati ves were 
analyzed to determine which combination of options best served the State Park 
mission, Park purpose and vision, and General Plan objectives.  In additi on, the 
alternatives were developed to resolve the identified issues as well as address 

the publics interests in the future of the Park.  A 
“preferred plan” was then developed which involved an 
informed synthesis of the alternatives.  The “preferred 
plan” and draft General Plan proposals were presented 
to the public at a third public meeting which occurred 
November 12, 2013 in San Diego. 

As required by the California Environmental Quality Act 
of 1970 ( CEQA), an Initial Study CEQA checklist and a 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) were generated and posted 
on April 9, 2013 to the General Plan webpage as well 
as submitted to the required agencies and interested 
organizations through the State Clearinghouse. 

CDPR staff reviewing Park resource maps  
at the first General Plan  

team meeting - CRSP  
July 10, 2012  

Prepare General Plan and  EIR Document 
The Draft General Plan and  EIR document was written 
and distributed through an administrative review as 
the first opportunity for the planning team and  CDPR to 

review the proposed assemblage of text and graphics in a single package.  Upon 
incorporation of the resulting revisions, a Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR was 
completed for the required  CEQA 45-day public review period.  Responses to 
public comments were prepared at the end of the review period and included 
with the Final General Plan/ EIR; some of which resulted in changes to the 
General Plan. 

General Plan and  EIR Approval 
Key  CDPR staff and the State Park and Recreation Commission (Commission) 
members will be given an overview of the General Plan and a brief fi eld review 
of the Park.  Finally, a presentation of the General Plan and a public comment 
period will occur during a regular meeting of the Commission in San Diego on 
November 14, 2014 where the General Plan may be approved and formally 
adopted.  Upon approval, the Final General Plan/ EIR has been printed with all 
changes prescribed by the Commission, and has been made available to the 
public via CDPR’s General Plan webpage. 

Prioritization and Implementation 
The General Plan does not describe how particular programs or projects should 
be prioritized or implemented.  Those decisions will be addressed in future, more 



           Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan  | INTRODUCTION 1-17 

 

 
 

 
   
  

 
 

  
 

  

 

  
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

   

 

 
 

  
 

  

detailed planning and design efforts. All future plans will strive                             
to be consistent with the approved General Plan. 

Actions directed by general plans or in subsequent management 
or project plans are accomplished over time. Budget restrictions, 
requirements for additional data or regulatory compliance, and 
competi ng priorities may delay implementation of many actions. 
The implementation of actions proposed in the General Plan 
will depend on future funding,  CDPR priorities, and partnership 
efforts. The approval of the General Plan does not guarantee 
that funding and staffing needed to implement the Plan will be 
forthcoming.  Full implementation of the General Plan could be 
many years into the future. 

1.11 INTERAGENCY AND STAKEHOLDER 
INVOLVEMENT 

Participation by pertinent agencies, organizati ons, and 
stakeholders was sought throughout the planning process to 
ensure a broad consideration of concerns, interests, and ideas 
as well as compliance or consistency with relevant policies, 
regulations, and plans. Early consultation with agencies on prominent issues 
such as sensitive habitats, endangered species, significant cultural resources, 
and recreation needs was conducted to ensure that their input would have 
ti mely consideration during the planning process.  In addition, general public 
meetings, park user stakeholder group meetings, as well as a visitor survey were 
conducted to provide valuable insight into the needs, perceptions, concerns, and 
desires of Park users. 

Grape Soda Lupine, a common  
perennial plant at CRSP,  

sits next to  Milk Ranch Road.  
May 2014  

Public Meetings 
Three public meetings were held for the discussion of general planning issues, 
alternatives, and proposals as well as to gather and understand the concerns, 
interests, and ideas of Park stakeholders: 

• First Public Meeting – October 3, 2012 
Viejas Casino; Alpine, CA: 
The fi rst meeting introduced the general 
planning team, the General Plan process, 
and a summary of known Park resources.  
The meeting also provided the opportunity 
to gather public perceptions, concerns and 
ideas about the future of the Park. 

• Second Public Meeting – May 23, 2013 
San Diego Marriott Mission Valley Hotel; 
San Diego, CA: 
The second meeting presented alternative 
management-zone maps and potential 
General Plan proposals to meeting 

During the third public meeti ng, parti cipants  
raise hands to signify they have attended  

previous General Plan meetings  
Nov. 12, 2013  
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participants, and gathered further comments and ideas from the 
public. 

• Third Public Meeting – November 12, 2013 
San Diego Marriott Mission Valley Hotel; San Diego, CA: 
The third meeting explained the preferred alternati ve management-
zone map and presented the draft General Plan goals and guidelines 
for further comment from the public. 

General Plan Webpage and Informati onal E-mails 
A General Plan webpage was maintained throughout the project to provide 
the public and stakeholders a single source for information about the 
General Plan.  The webpage contained maps, public and stakeholder meeting 
agendas, summaries, handouts, and  CEQA notices. In addition, it contained 
an introduction to the General Plan process and timeline, a descripti on of 
how to get involved in the General Plan process, the e-mail and standard mail 
addresses for the public to send correspondence, and a link to join the General 
Plan mailing list.  The General Plan webpage was updated periodically as new 
information was available and added. 

The planning team received many e-mails from interested persons that included 
questions, comments, concerns, and ideas to improve the Park.  Every e-mail or 
letter received was responded to by the planning team.       

E-mail “blasts” (periodic, informational e-mails) were sent 
to all stakeholders and agencies on the General Plan mailing 
list.  These were sent when the project webpage was 
updated, prior to public meeti ngs, aft er posting of meeting 
summaries and other General Plan information, and when 
 CEQA notices were available. 

Begonia, a young Park visitor 
sledding at Green Valley 

February 2013 

Online Visitor Survey 
An Internet-based visitor survey was conducted to help 
gauge and understand current visitor demographics and use 
of the Park as well as perceptions and preferences about 
park faciliti es, activities, and programs.  Additi onal visitor 
information was gathered at General Plan public meetings 
and by reviewing data such as visitor register entries and 
other CDPR visitor surveys.  Together, this informati on was 
used to identify current issues and help formulate General 
Plan proposals. 

The online visitor survey was open between September 7, 
2012 and November 7, 2012.  Invitati ons to parti cipate in 
the survey were emailed to 3,416 CRSP campers who had 
registered on the ReserveAmerica camping reservation 
system between April 1, 2012 and August 31, 2012.  Park 
stakeholders were also invited to take the survey via the 
General Plan webpage and at the October 3, 2012 General 



           Cuyamaca Rancho State Park General Plan  | INTRODUCTION 1-19 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Plan public meeting. A total of 83 people attended this meeting and were 
invited to either take the online survey during the break-out sessions or take the 
survey from home.  The total number of survey respondents was 1,457, 80.4% 
were campers and 19.6% were day-trip visitors. 

(See Appendix C - Summary of Online Visitor Survey) 

Initial Public Outreach Summary 
An Initial Public Outreach Summary was completed in March 2013 which 
summarized the public input gathered at public meetings and public responses 
from the visitor survey.  The Summary also included an explanation of the 
General Plan process and timeline as well as a summary of the hierarchy of 
mandates that direct management and use of the Park.  The Initi al Public 
Outreach Summary was posted to the General Plan webpage for public review 
and comment. 

Agencies, Organizations, Partners, and Stakeholders        
Several associated agencies, interested organizations, CRSP partners, and 
involved stakeholders were engaged in the General Plan process through 
the general public meeti ngs, user-specific stakeholder meetings, and direct 
correspondence.  The following stakeholder meetings were conducted: 

• Equestrian stakeholder meetings  
At the equestrian group meeti ngs, eight  
representatives gathered to ask about  
allowance of trail use within natural  
and cultural Preserves.  Also during the  
conversation, riders expressed the desire  
for family camps as well as staging areas,  
suggesti ng locations for both.  

• Mountain Biker stakeholder meetings  
The mountain bike community was  
represented by four individuals whose  
concerns and/or ideas included the  
proposed expansion of natural and  
cultural preserves, trails management,  
trail loops, biking skills courses, trail  
patrols,  multi-use trails, and trail  
connections.  

• Native American stakeholder meetings  
The Native American Heritage  
Commission (NAHC) supplied a list  
of 20 Native American contacts for  
the area.  Meetings were held with 
representatives of several tribal groups and organizati ons including 
the Kumeyaay Diegueño Land Conservancy, the Intertribal Cultural 
Resource Protection Council, the Kwaaymii Laguna Band of Mission 
Indians, the Manzanita Band of the  Kumeyaay Nation, the San Pasqual 

Mounted patrol volunteer Dana Anderson at 
the second public meeting - San Diego, CA 

May 2013 
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Band of Mission Indians, the Sycuan Band of the  Kumeyaay Nation, 
and the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians.  Discussions and comments 
focused on cultural resource protection and recordati on, education 
and interpretation, partnerships and support opportuniti es, gathering 
permits, and potential campground options. 

For a List of Agencies and Organizati ons Contacted during this planning effort, 
see Appendix D. 

The golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
is a prominent bird of prey at CRSP 

(photo courtesy of Jeff     Brown) 
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Chapter 2  - EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The Existi ng Conditions chapter identifies the natural, cultural, 
recreational, and aesthetic resources of CRSP, including a discussion of 
the demographic trends in the San Diego Region that are relevant to the 
planning process.  This information provides a foundation to understand 

issues at the Park. 

2.1 REGIONAL LAND USE AND FACILITIES         

Regional land uses surrounding CRSP allow for a 
transition from the Park to other low density rural 
land uses. 

Land uses bordering the Park include: 
• Low-density single family residential 
• Small- to mid-sized farms and ranches 
• Private recreati onal facilities 
• ABDSP 
• CNF 

The mountainous, rugged nature of the private 
lands bordering the Park constrains development 
to homes with large lots as well as agricultural and/ 
or ranching uses.  Service and commercial areas in 
the community of Descanso neighbor the Park at 
the southern boundary, and a store/restaurant at 
Lake Cuyamaca lies near the northern boundary. 

Community of Cuyamaca near the shore  
of Lake Cuyamaca  
September 2013  

Trail ConnecTIons to Adjacent Parks 
There are approximately seven trail connections between the Park and nearby 
public lands including the CNF and ABDSP.  These include the Kelly’s Ditch Trail in 
the north portion of the Park which connects to William Heise County Park, the 
California Riding and Hiking Trail ( CRHT) in the southwest area and north portion 
of the Park, the  Deer Park trail in the east, the Upper  Green Valley  Fire Road 
and the CRHT in the north portion of the Park, and a trail to the “island” within 
Lake Cuyamaca (not part of CRSP) from the Stonewall Mine area.  (See Figure 4 
Existing Trail Use and Park Features.) 

See also Appendix E - Regional Recreati on Opportunities. 

2.2 PARK LAND USE AND FACILITIES 

2.2.1 PARKWIDE LAND USE 
The Park is a state park owned and operated by  CDPR for the purpose of 
providing for the health, inspiration, and education of the people of California.  As 
such, the primary uses of the Park are public outdoor recreati on, preservati on of 
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natural open space, natural and cultural resource protection, as well as educational 
and interpretative program use.  The Park is used by the public during the day and at 
night, and is open year round, 24 hours per day, seven days per week.  

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park includes several types of specific uses such as trail use, 
overnight use (e.g., camping), and day use (e.g., picnicking, hiking, snow play).  In 
addition, a portion of the Park is used for outdoor education by the SDCOE (i.e., 
Cuyamaca Outdoor School).  The Park is also a location for scientific study by several 
public agencies, public and private colleges, and resource based organizations (see 
Figure 3 - Existi ng Conditions map). 

The Park includes those uses which support public outdoor recreati on, such 
as visitor support, park administrati on, park-staff  housing, maintenance, and 
operati ons. The Park also contains corridors used for public transportati on ( SR-79) 
and uti lity transmission.  In additi on, a porti on of the Park is used by the  California 
Department of Correcti ons and Rehabilitati on ( CDCR) as  La Cima Conservati on (Fire) 
Camp. The purpose of this camp is to house and support a 90-person inmate fire  

crew with primary responsibility for fi re suppression in San 
Diego County, and statewide where resources are needed.  

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park contains one State Park 
classificati on and three sub-unit classificati ons which 
determine specifi c land use: State Park (enti re park unit), 
State Wilderness,  Cultural Preserve, and  Natural Preserve 
(sub-units). The types of use under these classifications 
vary slightly but remain generally consistent with the overall 
parkwide land use. 

Former land uses that are no longer permitted at CRSP due to 
its State Park classification include Native American habitation, 
rangeland (grazing), hunting, logging, mining, ranching, private 
residential, military training, and use of former fi re prevention/ 
lookout stations. 

Cuyamaca Rancho State 
Park contains one State Park 

classificaTIon and three sub-unit 
classificaTIons which determine 

specific land use: 

State Park (enti re park unit) 

State Wilderness  (sub-unit) 

State  Cultural Preserve  (sub-unit) 

State  Natural Preserve  (sub-unit) 

2.2.2 VISITOR USE AND RECREATION 
The land that is now CRSP was purchased and designated a “State Park” by the State 
of California in 1933.  It has been used continuously since then by the public as a 
destination for mountain recreation. Early uses were primarily camping, hiking, 
and horseback riding.  Although a significant visitor use of the Park today, mountain 
biking did not make its start in the Park until the popularization of the mountain bike 
in the mid-1980s. Facilities developed through the years to support visitor uses have 
included family, group, equestrian, and primitive campgrounds, as well as a  visitor 
center, trails, picnic and parking areas, cabins, ski runs (no longer in operation), 
restrooms, and other visitor support facilities. 
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